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SMALLPOX AND VACCINATION. 

For some time certain States have been reporting the vaccination 
status of persons developing smallpox within their respective juris- 
dictions. A compilation of these reports relating to over 20,000 
smallpox cases and showing whether or not the patients had been 
vaccinated and, if vaccinated, how long before, will be found on 
page 2662 of this issue. 

PUBLIC HEALTH ADMINISTRATION IN MINNESOTA. 

By Carroll Fox, Surgeon, United States Public Health Service. 

Following the publication of the report on the study of the State 
Health Department of Maryland, a request was received from the 
State of Minnesota to carry on a similar study of its State board of 
health. This study was started about June 1, 1914, and continued 
throughout a period of three months. It has been gratifying to the 
investigator to observe the modern and scientific methods used in the 
control of communicable diseases in Minnesota. 

The State board of health was organized in 1872. Since that time 
its duties and work have steadily increased until it is now worthy 
of the title and the position of a State department of health. Its 
present name is a misnomer as it implies a board of health only, 
whereas in reality the board is but the controlling head of a number 
of divisions which are as follows: The executive office, the division 
of preventable diseases, the division of sanitation, the extension 
division, the division of vital statistics, and the clerical division. 
Some of these divisions are further subdivided, as will be pointed 
out later. 

The headquarters of the State board of health and some of its 
divisions are located in the State capitol building in St. Paul, where- 
as the divisions of preventable diseases and of sanitation are located 
on the University campus in Minneapolis. This is a very incon- 
venient arrangement for administrative reasons, but, on account of 
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